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LAND LIGHTHOUSE
Erie, Erie County, Fenmngylvanis

Owner.
City of Erie, Pennsylvania.

Erection
67

Dote

of
18

Architect

Thnknowns

Builder
Uit ed States Government.

Present Condition
Fair.

Numpsr of Stories
48t 10" from ground.

Materialas of Congvruction:

Beras sandstone, brick, sheet gteel, cast iron, tile and
wood.

Other Exigting Hecords:

Erie Cowaty Historiea as below, some stats hietories (Pemmsylvania)
newspapers of contemporary dsts and within the memory of the oldest
residents.

Additional Data~Bibliographys _
History of Erie County, Pennsylvania, Chicage, Warner Beers and Co.
1834,

A Twentieth Century History of Erie fowmby, Pemnsgylvanis-Chicago-
1809, The Lewis Publishing Co.-Jdohm Miller, historiag.

History of Erie Qouanty, Penngylvania, 2 Volse Historlceal Publishing
Company 1925+ Topeka~~Indlanspolis, by J» E. Reed (John Elmer).

History of Erie County, Pemnsylvania. Philadelphia, Lippincotd
Gos 1861 by L. Ge Sznford (Laura Ge)s Published by author and
copyrighted by her in 1894,

Neleon's bipgraphical dictionary and historical rsference book
of Brie County, Pennsylvania, Bris, 1896, Two-~thirds of this
book by Benjamin Whitmans From the press of Wileon, Humphryes
and Co. Fourth 8t., Logansport, Indianas
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LAYD LIGHIHOUSE
Erie, Erie County, Pemnsylvania

The Land Lighthouse, as it is called to distinguish it from
tne llghtacuses Which once occupied the piers of the harvor entrance,
is located on the mainland within the eastern limits of the c¢city of
Hrie, Penngylvania, 1n what is now known as Land Lighthouse Parke
This lighthouse, with the reeidence, wWhich stands about one hundred
feet to the west 0i the 1light, has been a sentinel to those who sail
Lake Erie and Presqus Isle Bay, and a landmark to the residents of
Brie, Penngylvania since 1618

It was the first light to be bullt on the Grsat Lakee by the
government, and is located on a level spet of ground on a high bluff
esded by General Jonn Kelso in 1818, opposite the entrance to the
harver of Erie, Pennsylvanias 3y an act passed April 2, 1811, "the
oceupanscy and use of certain lands near Presqu'ils, not less than iwo
or mere than four acres, are ceded to tire Umited States, for the
purpose of erecting a lighthouse'. i Sanford.:

Thers have been three structures, one succeeding ths cther.
The first lighthouse built irn 1818 was found to be einking, so a nsw
tower was built in 1858 of Milwauwkee brick, but the foundation of this
one also proved defeciivse. O invesgtigation the discovery Was made
that a ebtratun of guicksand below the foundation was causing the
trovble, and in 1866 the second tower Was replaced by the present
tower made of Bersa stone. The builders tock no chances on thias tower
and to secure a solid foundation an sxzcavation twenty fset deep was
made. This took ths line below ths layer of quicksand. This excavation
was filled witn eolght courses of solid oak timber twenty feet in length,
twelve inches squares On fop of the timber six feet of finely broken
limestone was laid in Portland cement. On this bed solid cowrses of
stone agzregating eignt feet in thickness were laia in cement. A sum
0% nearly $40,000 wae expended on whis property bsrore it was safe.
Up to 188b, when the light was finally discontinued, the tower was
suricunted by a lantern, the lens of whicn had been manuractured by
Le Sauter and Son of Paris and cost $7,000 delivered in New York City.
Phen the light was disconvinued, the lantern was dismownted and tradition
says that it was shipped to tne eastern Coast to be used in some otner
lighthouees This light in Brie was in operaction from 1818 until 1880,
when, int spits of protssts, iv was discontinusd and the property sold for
$1,800 at & public sale %o Myron Sanford, upon the rscomusendaticn 0%
commander G. We Howard, U. S» H. inspector or the tenbh Lighitaouse Disirict,

Phe nsxbt session of Congress ordered the re~purchase of the property
and re-establishment of the light. However, in 1885 it was fiually
discontinued but for many years care-takere wers appointed to supervise
the property, gererally being Civil War Veterans and their families.

Ths property is now owned by the city of Erie, Psmnsylvaniae
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The early light keepers weres OCgpie. John Bone 1818, Robert
Kincgide 1835, Griffith Hentoun 1841, Eli Webster 1841, James W. Miles
1849, John Graham 1854, General James Fleming 1858, A. G. Landon 1858,
John Goalding 1661, Gecrge Demound 1864, A. J. Fargo 1871, Georgs We
Miller 1885 who gerved until the light was discontinved. It had a
fized white light wunich could be seen for sevenbteen nautical miles.
Hineral oile were used in the lamp which was last exhibited December 26,
1899, Desgendants of George Demound, 3 Civil War Veberan still reside

in the eity.

The Land Lighthouse is a equatty gray tower etanding on s level
piece of land elevated above the surrounding properties. Iis height
is 48" 10" from the ground, or 45" 4" from the water table. It ls built
of Berea sand stone lined with bricks It fapers from approximatbely
19 at the base to 14" at the top. The water table is 3' 6% gbove the
ground and extends %“ from the tower. 8Six feet from the sop surrounding
the tower is a eand~stoume moulding projecting approximately 6.

The tower is pierced by eix windows, one in the base, oune gt the
first plabforme one at the second platform and three at the top. The
one at the eecond platrorm fatee directly worth, and is walled in the
platform. 41l windows are double windows, the lower ones being 22" spart.
the next higher being about 15" gpart, the third highest being 8" gpart.
The window openings taper slightly downward and cutward, the tops are
levels The upper three are arched, topped by keystones gnd semi-cirecular

mowldings, and are 40™ high by 36Y wide.
The balecony exbtends oubward and has a diameber of 16,

Ingide of the tower 69 cast ircn steps rise in a graceful ocurve, with
twe caet iron platforms artietically spaced, the firet oms 15' gbove the
water table, the second one 165" above the tirst onee A cast ivon guide
rail is in keeping with the other iron furnishinges The stairway is
mortised into the wall 2}' iu both tread and risere The riser bolted to

the step with five 3/8" boltse

One foot above the flcor in the tower itseli three air vents are
placed which continue on up to the tops The hrick in the tower are keyed
into the esndstones There are 29 steps to the first platform, 25 eteps
$0 the second, and 10 more %o Lthe roofs. The inside diasmeter of the ftower
ig 8! for the entire heighte There is a temporary roof on the tower with
trap door openingse The floor of the tower has 10"™ x 10® tile laid on it.

To the soutn of the tower, ae part of i, is & small building also
made of Beres stoue, which has a 10" x 10" cut gray stone 5/4" thick floor
8leos There is one window which faces the east commanding a wide range
ot vision along lake Bries Thig building ie 8! 3" wide, oulelde, 5' wige
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inside measuremcnte Lengtn 16' 3" and is 16! 5" high above the ground.
It is separated from the tower by steel uvoors 7' highe 4 brick
arched way b' 8" long and 4' wide coxneets bHhe puilding with the tower.

The steel doors into the tower are double doors, each one hanging
on three hand~tforged sieel hinges, which are bolted to doors with six
bolts on each hingee The panels, styie and rails consist of 1/8“’ thick
sheoet metal which is riveted on two 11/16" thick irom fillers, one wder
gach style and rail, The sliding bolts holding the doors shut inm the
ngsonry are hand-forged 1" sguare steel, 27" long in the top bolt and
the bottom one 12" long, vertiesl bolting. Two doors are hung in the
gteel frame mortigsed in the brick work. A steel arch 18" in height cleses
the opening at the tope The areh is aboubt 110 degrees.

To the west is the entrance dcorway reached by a flight of three
stone stepse On each sids of these steps are stone stoops of the native
Berog stone. This doorway is. of exsepiional besauty. The door frame is
of Bereg astone in three parts. The parts to right and left of the door
are banded stone 7' 1" in height 10* 3/4" wide and 10 3/4" deep containing
three mouldings all $ocled and stipplede The %0p is &lso Beres gtone
e moulded and tooled with seroll work oun both sides of the date carved in
B large size 1B67. Chigel marks on all of the door frame worke A wooden
roof covers this annexs The doorg are douvble doors of wood, two panels
in each part opened by a knob and stcompanying hardware.
iy
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